
Bible Sunday 

My dear Friends, 

Of the many meetings I have been to recently, one of the most positive and hopeful was one of the St Margaret’s Sunday 
School teachers, incidentally conducted on Zoom. Much discussion was had about how and when we restart our in person 
work, our risk assessments and the communication we have with our families and young people. We shared information 
about how St Edward’s have proceeded, as the Sunday School there has been running for several weeks. It is very heartening 
to have such keenness and commitment in both our churches for our continued work with the young. It is also good to have 
families wanting to bring their children to church and Sunday School, as some have all the way through the last 15 months. 
St Margaret’s Sunday School is hoping to restart on 7th November, look out for details on how to book in! 

One of the hymns, we often sing at our family Eucharist services and I think enjoyed by young and old, is 532 in Complete 
Anglican Hymns. The worship song begins like this “Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch him 
and say that we love him; open our ears, Lord and help us to listen....” I wonder if the writer Robert Cull was inspired by this 
week’s Gospel reading from St Mark Chapter 10v 46-52.? It tells the story of the blind beggar Bartimaeus. 

Jesus is continuing on his journey to Jerusalem and reaches Jericho, some 15 miles from his destination, significant in that he 
is coming close to the place of the fulfilment of his earthly ministry. He is accompanied by his disciples and a large crowd. 
Bartimaeus being blind would have had no means of making a living at that time and his cloak would have been spread out 
on the road, ready to receive alms from passing travellers. He hears that it is Jesus of Nazareth passing by. Any disability was 
also seen as a punishment for sin so he calls for forgiveness, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” He addresses Jesus by 
a Messianic title, very unusual in the Gospel. It is only Peter who calls Jesus the Messiah elsewhere. He repeatedly loudly 
shouts for Jesus and the disciples try to silence him. The persistence and faith of the poor, blind beggar is rewarded however 
as Jesus calls him to come to him and asks what he wants. “My teacher, let me see again” he simply implores. Jesus’ reply is 
equally brief “Go your faith has made you well.” 

This is the last healing miracle Mark records in his Gospel. It is not only another wonderful example of Jesus power but shows 
the contrast between some of the disciples and the blind beggar. They have sometimes been lacking in faith but Bartimaeus 
with little in his life places his trust in Jesus. Few acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah in spite of what they have seen and heard 
but the beggar calls him ‘Son of David’ and uses the respectful form of address used for distinguished rabbis ‘My Teacher’. 
He is also not only healed for his own benefit and the improvement of his life but he responds by following Jesus. Bartimaeus 
can inspire us all by acknowledging Jesus as the Saviour, placing trust and faith in him and then following as a true disciple. 

Bartimaeus literally had his eyes opened to see Jesus. We are all called to open our eyes metaphorically in order to see not 
only Jesus but a way to live our lives differently as we seek to follow him ourselves. Whether we are young or old, rich or 
poor, whatever our personal characteristics and circumstances, we are called by Jesus to see his way, listen to his words and 
follow in his path. 

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


